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SUMMARY -  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
STATE ROUTE 101 IN MENDOCINO COUNTY – CONSTRUCT FOUR-LANE FREEWAY

ON NEW ALIGNMENT NEAR WILLITS

01-MEN-101, PM R43.1/52.3

Willits Bypass Project: KP R69.4/84.2 (PM R43.1/52.3) 01-26200

Proposed Action:

Construct four-lane freeway on new alignment near Willits from 0.9 km (0.6 mi.) south of Haehl
Overhead to 1.6 km (1.0 mi.) north of Reynolds Highway.

Programming:

The project was originally programmed in the 1998 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)
for total capital and support of $139.4 million.  Subsequent STIP amendments revised the schedule with
no change in funding.  The project is currently programmed for project support of $22.5 million in
Interregional Improvement Program (IIP) funding.  Right-of-way and construction capital are
programmed for $9 million and $90.6 million, respectively, using IIP shares.  Additionally, $17.3
million of Regional Improvement Program (RIP) shares are programmed for construction capital.
Construction is scheduled to begin in 2005/06.

Alternatives Being Considered:

• No-Build.
• Three freeway alignments bypassing Willits to the East through the Little Lake Valley.
• One freeway alignment bypassing Willits to the West through the rugged coastal foothills.
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Potential Significant Environmental Effects:

• Biological resources: wetlands, special-status wildlife and fish species, and sensitive plant
communities.

• Farmland impacts.
• Community impacts: business and residential relocation.

Proposed Measures to Minimize Harm:

• Utilization of construction windows to minimize impacts to special-status and sensitive species.
• Implementation of a comprehensive wetland restoration, preservation and creation plan including

streambed restoration and realignment.
• Farmland preservation via construction easement purchase.
• Replacement planting of special-status plant species, upland forest habitat, and oak woodlands.
• Relocation assistance for displaced residences and businesses.
































